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Bikes vs. Cars
Swedish filmmaker Fredrik Gertten was in
California for the U.S. theatrical release of
his documentary, a look at the rise of the
bicycle in cities around the world. In the
film, Gertten follows individuals in various
cities at different points in their biking
evolution. He focuses most on three
places -- Los Angeles, where a
comprehensive transit system gave way
to massive sprawl but a bike culture is
returning; São Paulo, where car use is
skyrocketing but a biker’s death has
rallied activists to push for safety
measures; and Copenhagen, Denmark,
where bike-friendly roads are shown as a
taxi driver’s worst nightmare, but are also
part of what makes the city heaven on
earth for cyclists.
“About eight bikes equal a car in space,”
Gertten said. “It’s amazing to see here
now in San Francisco, a traffic light, with
10-15 bikes waiting for a green light. If
that was 15 cars, that would be a very
long line. If you can make that little
equation in your brain, you will start to
love bicycles, even if you will never go on
a bike."
If you’re on a bike you get a different
power perspective. On the street there is
like a power hierarchy -- if you’re in a car,
you’re on the top, and if you’re a
pedestrian or a bicyclist, you’re on the
bottom. So even if you make a million
dollars a month, on a bike, when you’re
out there in traffic, you’re a David.
So it’s not about politics. It’s not even
about having money or not having money.
People make the choice: I don’t want to
sit in the car. It’s boring, I lose my time, I
get fat, I feel unhappy, I feel trapped. On
a bike I feel free, I’m more flexible.
There’s a new class of people out there
on bikes and they don’t take the shit, you
know, and they are well-connected and
they can make politics move, and this is
happening now in a very speedy way.
What I saw happening in São Paulo
during the shoot of this film, nobody
thought it could happen. I was back for
the release of the film and there’s
thousands of bikes out there. It’s now
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changing the face of the city, and
this comes with safe bike
infrastructure.
Several decisive moments helped
get efforts put into bike lanes.
First was the death of this female
bicyclist and then this guy who
lost his arm. It became a very
public story, and it became clear
to so many that it was too much -people protested at the mayor’s office, it
was good timing, because that mayor had
just come into power and he understood
that this was something to go for. It’s not
so hard for a politician to understand that
bicycle infrastructure is a good thing for a
city. Because if you go to Paris, if you go
to London, if you go to New York -- it’s
happening everywhere. So cities look at
each other.
I’m of course aware that public transit
is essential, but my job as a filmmaker is
sometimes also to highlight the conflict,
and I thought the way of doing that is
pitting bikes versus cars, because they
are representing, let’s say, two extremes
of city planning. The bike is kind of like a
tool to make cities denser again...
[As] inner cities are getting really
expensive... the people who are on bikes
are the people who can afford to live in
the cities. So that’s a new challenge, how
to include people who have smaller
resources. How can they be part of this
society? How can they have a right to be
on a bike? I think mobility overall is a
human right.
A good society has good mobility for all,
so if you have a society where the poorest
part of the population has to spend two or
three hours on transport every day, they
are deprived a human right. But of course
what happens in American cities is people
with a lot of money are also deprived of
their freedom of mobility because they’re
spending so much time in traffic.
It’s the privileged upper-middle class
who’s doing this bike revolution, and they
are doing it because they have a different
political power than the poor people in
many countries.
You can imagine if you’re a poor family
living in the suburbs, people are spending
25 percent of their income on a car in the

U.S. It’s a lot of money. So if you could
cut
the
car

spending away and put [it] into school for
your kids or health care or food, it would
make a hell of a difference.
The potential for revolution is in the
small details, and that’s the cool thing
right now. Engaged people who love
biking are talking to each other all over
the world. Good ideas, good design
travels in a totally new way. I think there’s
also a lot of new knowledge pouring into
the cities to see how they can solve
things. The funny thing is that it happens
in so many places at the same time, and
it’s almost like a race between cities.
I think that the electric bike will be very
important, because the electric bike
means you can commute longer
distances and is useful in places with
sprawl and where winter is tougher.
In Copenhagen, they’re building more
special bridges for bikes over the water.
They’re working much more on more
beautiful design for the bikes. It’s not only
efficiency, it’s also beauty -- and I think
there is a lot of symbolism in that. In my
city, Malmö [Sweden], they have focused
a lot on very cool bike parking at train
stations, with protected parking, showers
and toilets.
Overall, I think the revolution also lives
in the attitude where a society that
respects and loves their bicyclists is also
a good society, and that’s kind of a mental
shift. In the beginning it’s very
complicated, but the more people who are
out there on bikes, the better it is.
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CLUB BUSINESS

CALENDAR-

December 31– Annual New Year’s Eve
Dinner with your MECCA buddies. Los 2
Amigos in Price – 6:00 p.m. HOPE TO SEE
YOU THERE!

Always looking for
stuff to put in this January 1st, 2016 Come ride the Wedge
newsletter – send Overlook on New Year’s Day, 2016! – Bring
your warm gear and left-over Christmas
me something!
•

It’s DUES time again.
Send in your $12 and membership
form (get that on our web page –
biketheswell.org) To Box 491;
Huntington, UT 84528

goodies to share. 10:00 a.m.

MECCA Address:

P.O. Box 491,
Huntington, UT 84528
E-Mail:

meccabikeclub@etv.net

I believe that life is very
short. Our responsibility is
to be good to ourselves and
those around us. I believe in
civilization & wisdom and I’m
very susceptible to beauty.
– Alan de Boton

We’re on the web!

Look for MECCA on
Facebook

KIM PLAYER
Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 132
Cleveland, Utah 84518

* Plan fun rides then email time &
place to meet to:
playerslp@hotmail.com
so we can invite club members to
join you!
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MECCA Member
Special !!!
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10% to 20% OFF
(depending on
merchandise)
from

See us at

Biketheswell.org
Or
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If words come out of the
heart, they will enter the heart.
~ Rumi

BICYCLEWERKS
82 North 100 West
Price, Utah
435-637-7676
(prior discounts do not
apply)

